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THEIR BREAKTHROUGHS BEGAN 
with serendipity: a glass slide pushed 

too far across a projector. As the dark line 
of the slide’s edge slid into view, the brain 
cell David Hubel & Torsten Wiesel were 
monitoring lit up! And with that, they 
set off on a 20-year federally supported 
journey through the complex workings of 
the visual processing centers in mammals’ 
brains, following their curiosity and 
shaping the young field of  neuroscience. 

THEIR ELEGANT EXPERIMENTS 
uncovered the organization of the 

brain’s visual cortex—for which they 
shared a Nobel Prize in 1981—and 
provided the first clear evidence that 
the brain can wire and rewire itself 
in response to the external world—a 
phenomenon known as neuroplasticity. 
They showed that this plasticity fades with 
age; young brains are more malleable and 
need external stimuli to shape them. 

THEIR FINDINGS TRANSLATED 
from lab to clinic almost 

immediately—unusual for curiosity-
driven research. Clinicians began 
treating congenital visual impairments 
like cataracts much younger, with 
dramatically better results! And their 
advances in understanding how the brain 
processes visual input form the bedrock 
upon which much of the now multibillion- 
dollar computer vision industry is built. 
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About the AwArd

“Few things are as 
important as scientific 
research to building a 

better future.”
— Rep. Jim Cooper

the Founding orgAnizAtions

t
he bRAiNchiLD Of cONGReSSmAN Jim cOOpeR, the Golden 

Goose Award recognizes the enormous and often unanticipated 

impacts that obscure or odd-sounding federally funded research has had 

on society—from life-saving medical treatments to game-changing social 

and behavioral insights to major technological advances. 

Awardees are announced throughout the year, followed by an award 

ceremony each fall in Washington, Dc.

the Golden Goose Award 

is supported by generous donations from 

professional societies, colleges, universities, and corporations; 

and enjoys bipartisan support from

members of congress in the house and Senate.

2015 sponsors

beneFActor
elsevier

pArtner
United for medical Research

Gordon & betty moore foundation

Friend
SAGe publications

contributor
American Geophysical Union

American mathematical Society

American physical Society

Association of American medical colleges

Association for psychological Science

battelle

supporter
American Astronomical Society

AeRA

American physiological Society

American psychological Association

American Society for microbiology

the biophysical Society

cOSSA

fAbbS

fASeb

ieee-USA

the Optical Society

Semiconductor industry Association

Society for pediatric Research

Society for Research in child Development

texas instruments

@GoldGooseAward www.goldengooseaward.org facebook.com/GoldenGooseAward


