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ELSEVIER MAKES MAJOR FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO GOLDEN GOOSE AWARD 

 

Contribution Will Help Make the Award Permanent 

 

The Golden Goose Award founding organizations today announced that Elsevier, a company that 

provides information solutions, has agreed to become the award’s first Benefactor, with a contribution 

of $250,000, to be paid in five $50,000 annual increments beginning in 2015.  

 

The largest contribution ever received by the Golden Goose Award, the Elsevier commitment will help 

make the Award permanent. It is now in its fourth year. 

 

The Golden Goose Award honors researchers whose federally funded work may have seemed odd or 

obscure when it was first conducted but has resulted in significant benefits to society. 

 

“We have been and continue to be grateful for all of the support the Golden Goose Award has received 

from a number of organizations,” said Tobin Smith, Vice President for Policy at the Association of 

American Universities and a member of the award’s steering committee. “Their generosity toward our 

effort to honor researchers and explain the scientific process to policymakers and the public has made 

it possible for us to build the Golden Goose Award year to year. 

 

“With this extraordinary commitment from Elsevier, we can begin the process of making the Golden 

Goose Award permanent, with a support structure that will help broaden its impact.”  

 

Ron Mobed, Elsevier CEO, said of Elsevier’s sponsorship, “One of the challenges to demonstrating the 

benefits of science to society is that research is often incremental and unacknowledged. As a result, 

socially valuable research can go unrecognized, especially research that sounds frivolous on only a 

superficial look. Fortunately, the Golden Goose Award provides the means to identify and make 

visible the benefits of federally funded research, and Elsevier is proud to support its expansion.” 

 

The fourth annual Golden Goose Award ceremony will take place on September 17 in the Jefferson 

Building of the Library of Congress. Earlier this year, the organization announced that Walter Mischel, 

Yuichi Shoda, and Philip Peake would receive the award for their creation and development of the 

Marshmallow Test. A second set of honorees will be announced next week, and a third in September. 

 

Rep. Jim Cooper (D-TN) first had the idea for the Golden Goose Award when the late Senator William 

Proxmire (D-WI) was issuing the Golden Fleece Award to target wasteful federal spending and often 

targeted peer-reviewed science because it sounded odd. Rep. Cooper believed such an award was 

needed to counter the false impression that odd-sounding research was not useful. 

 

In 2012, a coalition of business, university, and scientific organizations created the Golden Goose 

Award. Like the bipartisan group of Members of Congress who support the Golden Goose Award, the 

founding organizations believe that federally funded basic scientific research is the cornerstone of 
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American innovation and essential to our economic growth, health, global competitiveness, and 

national security. Award recipients are selected by a panel of respected scientists and university 

research leaders. 

 

Additional information about the Golden Goose Award, including winners, can be found at 

www.goldengooseaward.org and on Twitter at @GoldGooseAward. 

 

Golden Goose Award Founding Organizations: 
 

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)  

Association of American Universities (AAU) 

Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) 

Breakthrough Institute 

Progressive Policy Institute (PPI) 

Richard Lounsbery Foundation 

The Science Coalition (TSC) 

Task Force on American Innovation 

United for Medical Research 

 

Golden Goose Award 2015 Sponsors 

 

Benefactor 

Elsevier 

Partner 

United for Medical Research 

Friend 

SAGE Publications 

Contributors 

American Mathematical Society 

APS-Physics 

Association for Psychological Science  

Association of American Medical Colleges 

Battelle 

Supporters 

American Astronomical Society 

American Educational Research Association 

American Physiological Society 

American Psychological Association 

American Society for Microbiology 

The Biophysical Society 

Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) 

Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB) 

Federation of Associations in Behavioral & Brain Sciences (FABBS)  

IEEE-USA 

The Optical Society 

Semiconductor Industry Association 

Society for Research in Child Development 

Texas Instruments 
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